236                Biographical Notes
poetry, and during the next thirty years he produced such
memorable volumes as Wessex Poems, Time's Laughing-stocks,
Human Shows and Winter Words, and his wonderful epic-drama,
The Dynasts. He received the Order of Merit in 1910. His
ashes lie in Poets' Corner in Westminster Abbey.
Hawker, Robert Stephen (1804-1875). Born at Stoke Damerel,
Devon, and educated at Cheltenham and Oxford, he later
became Vicar of Morwenstow, a community on the Cornish
coast, with a long tradition of smuggling. Of his Cornish
Ballads the most famous is The Song of the Western Men, supposed
to have been sung by the miners at the time of the trial of the
Seven Bishops. Both Scott and Macaulay took it to be a real
fragment from an ancient poem.
Henley, William Ernest (1849-1903). Born at Gloucester. His
first poems were written while he was a patient in Edinburgh
Hospital, where he met Robert Louis Stevenson. He became
a very influential figure in London journalism as the editor of
The Magazine of Art, The New Review and The Scots (National)
Observer. He collaborated with Stevenson in several dramas.
Henley's poems, grouped under such titles as Echoes, Hawthorn
and Lavender, London Voluntaries, For England's Sake, are perhaps
rather uneven in quality, but they show an extraordinary com-
mand of rich and resonant language, great skill in such difficult
forms as the ballade and rondeau, and simplicity and poignancy
in the short lyric.
Herrick, Robert (1591-1674). Born in London and apprenticed
to his uncle Sir William Herrick, a goldsmith, for ten years.
Later he went to Cambridge and eventually took orders. He
was appointed to Dean Prior, a remote parish in Devonshire,
from which he was ejected on political grounds, returning at
the Restoration of Charles II. His best-known poems are con-
tained in his Noble Numbers and Hesperides. Such lyrics as
Daffodils, Gather ye rosebuds, Cherry Ripe, and a hundred others,
are unsurpassed for their grace and tunefulness in English verse
of any period.
Hodgson, Ralph, was born in Yorkshire in 1871, and worked for
some years in Fleet Street. In 1924 he became lecturer on